EDITORIAL

ATALUNYA es considera
bel.ligerant Catalunya
se sent virtualment afiliada
a les Nacions Unides e
Aixo proclamdvem en el
nostre primer Editorial com
un dels motius bdsics de la
nostra actuacio i de l'aparicio
de FREE CATALONIA.
No tenim manera efectiva
de constatar la reaccié o el
comentari que aquesta proclamacié hagi pogut
produir al si dels organismes representatius.
Sabem que és prematur relacionar, ja des d'ara,
en un pla funcional, Catalunya amb les Nacions

Unides. Pero ¢s logic que ens interessi preveure,

sino el moment, almenys la mecdnica del seu
futur ingrés al gran front democrdtic constituit
per les nacions lliures del mon.

Fins a la data, no existeix, propiament parlant,
una reglamentacio formal d'ingrés al grup de les
Nacions Unides. A la prdctica, poden ingressar
i ingressen al front de les nacions democratiques
els Estats independents i els pobles autonoms
(Dominions, Commonwealths, etc.) que es troben
o es declaren en estat de guerra amb els pdisos
totalitaris. Tota la reglamentacié consisteix,
merament, en subscriure la Carta de 1I'Atlantic
i les Quatre Llibertats proclamades pels dos
primers signants. En aquesta estapa embriondria
de la formacié del grup, és just que aixi sigui.
I una tal simplicitat és potser la millor garantia
de solidesa d'aquesta magnifica 1 creixent alianca
basada, no en convencionalismes, sino en mecessi-
tats immediates i en simples faits accomplis.

Ara bé. Dintre els termes exposats, mosaltres
demanem: “Es factible l'ingrés de Catalunya al
grup de les Nacions Unides? . . Si no ho és im-
mediatament, quins obstacles podrien retardar-ho?

. En realitat, potser nomeés els convenciona-
lismes; aquests mateixos convencionalismes que, ja
hem vist, hom sembla tendir a passar decidida-
ment per alt.

Es clar que Catalunya no ha declarat oficial-
ment la guerra als paisos totalitaris, ni té
reconeguda en el terreny diplomdtic una per-
sonalitat individualment lliure per poder fer
semblant declaracié. En el terreny dels fets
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HISTORICAL—Catalonia as a nation. In the twelfth century,
the territories known as the MARCA HISPANICA (those located
between the Frank Empire and the Moslem dominated lands) be-
came independent. Previously, Catalonian history had been that of
her invaders: Greeks, Carthaginians, Romans and, to a lesser extent
the Moors. Her national history began with her independence from
the Franks and the Moors. Catalonia then became a nation.

The Catalan-Aragonese. Confederation. — Ramon Berenguer IV
(1131-62) founded the Catalan-Aragonese confederation by uniting
the two neighboring kingdoms, Catalonia and Aragon. The union
was ruled by the Catalan kings with each nation keeping its own
sovereignty. It was a union of convenience and, at that, an unlucky
one. Aragon was an inland territory, weak in power and devoid of
international life. Catalonia, on the other hand, was a maritime power
and held relations with all the European nations. Aragon was
founded on an aristocracy while Catalonia was based on a democracy.
They had a different language and this fact did not contribute to
their mutual understanding. The opposite character of the two
peoples caused frequent internal disturbances. And as a result of
the domineering spirit of the Aragonese the name of Aragon over-
came that of Catalonia to such an extent that the Catalan-Aragonese
Confederacy and Catalonia herself is very frequently known to
history merely as the Kingdom of Aragon.

Territorial and Political Expansion of Catalonia. — In spite of
internal misunderstand-
ings, the Catalan-Ara-
gonese Confederacy at-
tained a wide external
expansion. In its early
days, the Confederacy
expanded over the ter-
ritories of Southern
France, Bearn, Foix,
Toulouse, Quercy and
Provence, although due
to its participation in
the Crusade against the
Albigenses, it soon lost
its rights over these
territories.

In 1229, the Catalan
king, James I the Con-
queror, conquered Ma-
jorca from the Moors.
In 1238 he conquered
Valencia and in 1226
Murcia. At the death

of James I, the con-

King James I, The Congueror.
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